
 Black Advisory Staff Meeting 
Tuesday October 14th, 2008 

          Conducted: Debra Charleston “Chair” 
Minutes: Marguerite Driessen 

 
PRESENT:  Debra Charleston, Osman M. Ahmed, Tyler Bushnell, Tamu Smith, Verdo 
Thomas, Marlin Clark, Marguerite A. Driessen, James Evans, Rod Goode, Eloise Skelton, 
Muriel Lee, Michael Styles. 
 
 
I. Welcome/Introduction of Council Members & Guest Speakers/Debra Charleston “Chair” 

 
II. Guest Speaker: Diane M. Lovell 
 

• Diane M. Lovell, State of Utah, Department of Workforce Services addressed the 
Council.  She spoke on the Governor’s 21st Century Workforce Initiative which is 
now underway to help Utah citizens prepare to be competitive in global, national, and 
even statewide marketplace.  

 
III. Approval of Minutes if applicable:  

BAC 9-9-08 meeting to be approved at the November meeting. 
 

IV. Old Business: 
• Our next meeting will be down in Utah County.  Tamu and Marguerite to get details 

to Debra ASAP. 
 

• Tyler reported on finances. 
 

• Marguerite reported on progress of initiative to provide state personnel involved in 
the adoption and/or foster placement and supervision of children in families of 
another race or ethnicity. 

 
• Marguerite provided draft BAC response to journalist use of “apeing.”  Verdo 

selected to be media watcher to draft and provide quick responses to racially adverse 
media events as appropriate. 

 
• Debra assigned all BAC members to think about policies and procedures and come 

with suggestions to November meeting. 
 

• In light of his absence, discussion of Amadou’s issues regarding meeting time change 
and his presidency of another advisory group was tabled until the next meeting.  
Motion to table was made by Marguerite.  Motion was seconded by Eloise.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
V. New Business: 

• Tyler presented options for business cards and letterhead.  BAC voted to select both a 
seal and a linear logo. 

 
• Debra assigned all BAC members to bring ideas for 2009 BAC action and events to 

November meeting. 
 



• BAC “Soul Food Christmas” potluck at Michael Styles house was announced.  Firm 
details to be provided later. 

 
• Debra suggested that the BAC do a Thanksgiving Basket for a needy family.  Tamu 

suggested that we look into selecting the families of Michael Ehlert and Anthony 
Gaines, two Black men who were shot in the back and killed by a white man who later 
claimed he was upset about bad directions the two men allegedly gave him on 
September 22, 2008. 

 
• Presentation by Charles Henderson, Democratic candidate for Utah House of 

Representatives. 
 

 
 

Adjourn 
 


